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Aixeministra

welcome to our first Aixeministra of 2022 – It never ceases to amaze me that even in this
exhausting term staff have been delivering lessons with enthusiasm and purpose whilst also
squeezing in all manner of clubs and activities. New clubs like aspirations club and competitive
swim club spring up all the time and I am enjoying seeing these grow.

It makes me incredibly proud to say that we have had great sporting success in a range of areas
because at the moment we might be small as a community but we are making a big splash again
showing we are small but mighty.

Notable individual successes include Innes Fitzgerald, who competed at the Devon Cross Country
trials at Exeter Arena. Innes (Year 11) won the Inter Girls competition comfortably and went on
to Chippenham to represent Devon at the regionals. She won this too. She will compete in the
National Championships in March.
Ty Dibling (Year 11), who plays for Southampton FC, has been selected for the England U16
football squad. He is currently training with them in Portugal.

Sporting team successes across the school with wins in football, athletics and netball. We have had
some fixture wins and some fixture near misses but definitely more wins than ever before! Visiting
coaches have really enthused our students and we are enjoying having extra skills to boost our
already very talented PE department! Particularly popular are netball and girls cricket although
lunchtime Dodgeball club is becoming the place to be.

Music also dominates at AVA. Gradually the music department are trying to take over the school
growing into unused spaces and creating more community based opportunities like the newly
forming Axminster Community Orchestra. More community events are planned with music as
plans are forming for another Orchestra for a Day workshop on 23rd March. We have seen a focus
on Folk Music where students have learned about the history of the instruments and then have
had a chance to try playing them. The results have been astounding. Further musical link ups are
occurring with the Waffle House, in the heart of our town and we see growing participation from
our students in Open Mic events. We have really come back with a bang!
In the run up to Holocaust Memorial Day, we were honoured to have the chance to listen to a
presentation from Holocaust survivor, Henry Schachter. Our Year 9 History students and
Year 11s, listened intently, as Henry told his story of endurance at a time when the Nazis tragically
persecuted millions of Jewish people. This was an incredible privilege. We are very grateful to
Mr Irvine for organising the event.
Much excitement has been brought about as we watched Marcus Wyatt, who attended Axe Valley
Academy, at the Winter Olympics in Bejing. Having been selected for the GB Skeleton Bobsleigh
Olympic team, his coaches asked us for good luck messages to show him. Staff and students were
only too happy to oblige.
In such a short space of time, we have crammed in so much activity.
Have a wonderful half term.

Laura Jenkins | Headteacher

This term at AVA
Proud moments...

Congratulations to
Ty Dibling (Year11)
who scored for England
U16s against Turkey.
Ty is now training in
Portugal with the squad.

congratulations to Innes fitzgerald, who came first
in the South West Schools cross country championships at
Chippenham on Saturday. A fantastic effort from a truly
gifted student - bring on the nationals! (19th March 2022)

#small
but
mighty

Year 9 student, Zefferina Ghignoni-Kent has received a
place on the Awards for Young Musicians programme.
She received £100 towards her musical costs “as recognition
of her musical potential”.

This term at AVA
After seven years of hard work we are super proud of ex-student, marcus wyatt for representing Team GB at British Skeleton at
the Winter Olympics in Beijing. He came 16th. What an astounding achievement in his first Olympic Games. We can’t wait to
hear all about the whole experience Marcus had in Beijing. We had great fun making our good luck video messages. Check out
our social media channels to see the ones which made the cut!
Facebook | Twitter: @AxeAcademy | Instagram: studyataxevalleyacademy

This term at AVA
We were honoured to have the chance to listen to a
presentation from Holocaust survivor, Henry Schachter. Our
Year 9 History students and Year 11s, listened intently, as
Henry told his story of endurance at a time when the Nazis
tragically persecuted millions of Jewish people.
Mr Schachter’s family escaped Germany for Poland after the
Kristallnacht attacks in 1938 but then fled to Belgium after
Poland was invaded when Mr Schachter was just a baby.
To protect him from the Nazis, his mother selflessly gave her
child to a Christian family so that he would not be targeted.
Both Mr Schachter’s parents were killed whilst being held
captive by the Nazis. His mother was sent to Belsen on the
same convoy as Anne Frank and died of typhoid just four
days before the camp’s liberation. His father was shot when
attempting to escape after a death march to Flossenburg.

Recently I ran a workshop for some Students at Axe
Valley. It was such a pleasure to work with such an
engaging and polite group of students. What struck me
the most was how they interacted with each other with
openness. You should all be very proud of yourselves.
The main focus of the workshop was about mindfulness
and how this can help you. You all have amazing strengths
and qualities such as kindness, resilience and wisdom and
by using mindfulness it can only help you to recognise
and grow these qualities. Mindfulness is about paying full
attention to something; it means slowing down to really
notice what you are doing.
The world is continually changing and during the
workshop we touched on the topic of the different
types of work that will be available to you in the future.
There is certainly a focus on building your collaboration,
communication and creativity skills as well as a good
attitude to flexibility and teamwork. It is so important for

all of you to continue to network as I have said previously
so that all of you can gain experience and insights into
people’s jobs and careers, inspiring you to aim high and be
confident in your abilities.
One of our initiatives at Axminster Tools is to give staff
5% of their working hours to focus whether that is on a
current project, training, listening to podcasts or webinars,
shadowing another department, external networking;
anything that can enhance development or knowledge
to improve their role. Why not try the 5% initiative each
week to focus on your studies or improving on something
you are already good at,using mindfulness and taking
some time out to pay full attention and really understand
what you are doing – to focus.

Jane Boulton
HR Director

clubs at ava

clubs at ava

GROW CLUB are trying out
a new eco friendly model
where you RENT daffodils
for just the pretty bit of the
year for just £1. When the
daffodil has done doing
what daffodils do best you
just return the pot and
bulbs to us and we’ll look
after them to use again for
next year. This was a very
successful Valentines Day
venture.

music
Year 8 (pictured here) have been rocking and rolling, creating
bands and learning classic 50s songs like Hound Dog and
Rock Around the Clock.

Year 9 have been putting together class bands in preparation
for their own independent bands after the holidays. Each
class came up with their own personal set of rules for good
musicianship – great job!
Year 10 & 11 have been demonstrating hard work, resilience
and creativity through their practical solo performances
and compositions. The new mac suite is awesome, and our
students are loving using the new software.
The amount of students having instrumental or singing
lessons, rehearsing in the department at lunchtimes and
preparing for the Spring Concert (5th April) is fantastic.
A reminder that we always love to see new faces on Monday
for Axe Valley Voices, Tuesday for Jazz Band and Thursday
for Orchestra, as well as all the fabulous after school
opportunities like Steel Pans and Rock School.
The department feels like a vibrant and buzzing place to be
right now, so if you’re not already involved, come and join in!
mUSIC dIARY DATES:

(THURSDAYS AFTER 4pm)

23rd MARCH:
oRCHESTRA DAY
5TH APRIL:
SPRING CONCERT
18th JUNE:
BIG SING
SEE SOCIAL MEDIA
FOR DETAILS

OPEN

MIC
on

and beyond...

YOU CAN PERFORM:

STARTING AFTER
HALF TERM:
coMMUNITY
ORCHESTRA

2ND

FRIDAY

OF THE MONTH

THE
HOUSE

7:30 onwards

on your own
in a band
original songs
covers
any standard, age,
instruments welcome

just turn up
or see pete for more info...

Follow us | Twitter: AVA_CreativeArts | Instagram: AVA_CreativeArts

music
Year 7 have had a great half term exploring rhythms through
body percussion and Djembes, with the added bonus of two
Folk Music workshops each!

PE
It seems an absolute age since Christmas because so many
good things have happened both in and out of school in the
sporting world. Finally being allowed to have fixtures against
other schools in football, netball and cricket has been great.
I know that students have been active swimming, achieving
impressive national times (Noah and Niamh O’Reilly).
There have been students actively participating in park runs in
the local community chasing Innes Fitzgerald in the ladies and
Harry McMahon in the men’s races. The Year 8s took part in
a Sports hall athletics competition organised at Kings School
Ottery. One of our most pleasing academy performances came
in the girls U13 cricket competition held at Exeter University.
We have been lucky to have community coach Damien Price
(Chance to Shine) come in and coach the girls but, wow, what
a fantastic performance to finish second out of five schools.
The PE dept recognises that a lot more students are
participating outside of school and are also achieving great
things. It would be great if parents informed us allowing the
whole community to celebrate their success with them.
The Girls Netball is starting to gain momentum with
the help of fabulous local coach Trish Warwick from Axe
Vale Netball Club who runs both the lunchtime and after
school clubs. Willow Tulloch and Phoebe Dare are certainly
progressing well and helping U16 regional squad succeed.
Please encourage students to attend as it is always best to have
strength in depth, with a big squad.
The Boys Football has witnessed mixed fortunes for the
different age groups, with our Year 7 team being victors in
both of their games. The Year 8s have just started their central
venue tournament at Kings and Mr Ward speaks of a bright
future for the team. The Year 9s along with the Year 11s are
looking forward to their next fixtures and training hard to win
their games. This only leaving the Year 10s who played against
Sidmouth and beat them by playing some attractive football,
that was enjoyed by the crowd who were watching.
Since I last wrote we have witnessed not only some
magnificent performances by all students previously
mentioned, but some very special ones that I wish to highlight.
Marcus Wyatt an ex-student has recently represented Team
GB in the Skeleton finishing a creditable 16th but with better
equipment was convinced he would have been in the mix.
Well done, Marcus, I hope we can encourage you to visit the
Academy in the near future to tell us about your journey to the
Beijing Winter Olympics.
Ty Dibling is about to sign forms to become a professional
footballer with Southampton FC and has recently been
selected to play for England at the FA St. Georges training
grounds vs Turkey. Last week he jetted off to Portugal to
play against their national side and Germany. A wonderful

achievement. In between, he managed to play for the Year 11
team alongside his brother Owen. We congratulate you on
your achievement Ty, and look forward to celebrating further
success in your career.
You will be aware that Innes Fitzgerald is a super athlete,
as demonstrated in her park run times and Devon Inter
Girl Schools Cross Country champion. She recently went to
Chippenham to compete in the South West schools Cross
Country Championships and blasted away her rivals finishing
30 seconds faster than the second placed runner. She is now the
South West Champion and part of the winning county team
who will be running at Hop Farm, Kent in the English Schools
Cross Country Championships on the 19th March 2022 and
we all wish her well.
When students return after half-term they will still be
allowed to wear PE kit on days that they have PE or are
attending a sporting extra-curricular activity. Can you please
encourage students to be wearing the correct uniform for the
activity that they are participating in. A boot bag that should
contain boots, shin pads and a gum shield, is essential. We have
limited kit to loan out and we will be closely monitoring those
who do not bring the correct kit. If you have any questions
regarding kit or other matters concerning PE please contact
me at the academy. dowen@axevalley.uat.ac. If you have any
pre-loved kit that you no longer need we would be very grateful
if you could donate it to us.
I would like you to know that I am organising two trips one
to watch England v Ivory Coast at Wembley:
Tuesday 29th March (cost = £55) and Ardeche 2023
is open to all years (cost = £905). If your son/daughter is
interested in attending either or both of these trips, letters can
be collected from the PE office.

Follow us | Twitter: @AVA_Sports

ART OF THE MONTH
althea rowlands Y8

amelia perryman Y8

anthony parkinson Y8

esme coulson Y8

leigharna miller Y8

matthew beviss Y8

Follow us | Twitter: AVA_CreativeArts | Instagram: AVA_CreativeArts

MFL
Year 10 German presentations and leaflets about our local area, completed as homework tasks.

Axminster, Seaton und
der örtliche Bereich

Weymouth

Axminster

Seaton

• In Axminster kann man schwimmen
gehen.
• Es gibt den Wildpark.
• Man kann einen Einkaufsbummel
machen.
• Man kann ins Jugendzentrum
gehen.
• Es gibt das Waffle Haus.
• Man kann Freunde treffen.

• In Seaton kann man mit der
Straßenbahn fahren.
• Man kann im Meer schwimmen.
• Man kann angeln gehen.
• Man kann in die Spielhalle gehen.
• Man kann einen Einkaufsbummel
machen.
• Es gibt den Park.
• Es gibt den Supermarkt.

Exmouth

• In Weymouth kann man in die Spielhalle
gehen.

• In Exmouth kann man einkaufen.
• Es gibt einen riesigen
supermarkt.
• Es gibt einen nützlichen Bahnhof.
• Es gibt den Strand.
• Man kann Freunde treffen.
• Man kann ins Fastfood
Restaurant gehen.

• Man kann im Meer schwimmen gehen.
• Es gibt die Eisdiele.
• Man kann angeln gehen.
• Man kann einen Einkaufsbummel
machen.
• Man kann ins Fastfood Restaurant gehen.

Kayla Darby

In Axminster, gibt es eine
schöne, alte Kirche

In Axminster…

Man kann auf dem
Land spazieren
gehen

Es gibt auch zwei
Spielplätze für junge
Kinder

Man kann
bei Waffle
House oder
River
Cottage
essen und
trinken

FAITH BOXER

Die Landschaft in Devon ist grün,
schön und voller Leben

Wenn es warm ist, kann
man Lyme Regis
besichtigen

Donnerstags gibt es in der
Stadtmitte in Axminster einen
Markt

Lyme Regis ist in der Nähe von
Axminster und es hat drei große
Strände, wo man schwimmen und
faulenzen kann

Man kann Kleidung,
Lebensmittel und
Schreibwaren kaufen

MFL
Year 10 FRENCH – extended writing.

LIBRARY NEWS

Stationery Shop
The library’s amazing Bookworm Buddies decided that
it would be good for the school to have a stationery
shop - and when they decide something’s going to
happen, it happens! The shop sells a huge range of stock
and all at bargain prices and proved a huge success.
Poetry and Art Competition
The library has been holding a competition for
students, with the winner having to opportunity to
meet and perform their poem with Simon Armitage (the
poet laureate).
The winners will be announced next month –
watch this space!
Chess Club
This term, the AVA Chess Club took part in the English
Chess Federation South West Championship. It was
held in Torquay Boys Grammar school and an excellent
time was had by all.
There were twenty teams taking part from many
different schools. The AVA teams did well. Our top team
came in 4th place and the championship title was won
by a team from Exeter School.
I’m really proud of the enthusiasm and talent of all the
students who took part. It’s the first time we’ve ever
played in this type of competition and they all show the
potential to be future champions!
Mr Brown

AVA
Library
Shop
For all
your
stationery
needs!
Pens,
pencils,
paper,
folders,
erasers,
glue sticks
and much,
much more.

Located in
the
library,
open during
morning
break and
lunchtime.

28th February
club starts in t5
supporting

s av e t h e dat e

creative categories for our fashion show are:
create a full festival outfit | design and decorate some
festival wellies | make some festival accessories
style a catwalk show we need: We need stylists, models,
artists, musicians, DJs, make-up artists etc.
Everyone is welcome!

Here are just a few of the creative ideas we have planned.
Please come back armed with your own thoughts and items for
upcycling after half term. We can’t wait to see you!

s e e yo u t h e r e !

T5 on our
first day
back!
2 8 t h f e b r u a ry

HOUSE POINTS IN A DAY
100 delicious doughnuts were delivered to our three winning tutor groups
(8DP, 9VM and 9RB). In our house point challenge, the students competed
to win the most house points in a day. Showing our core value of kindness
was the key to winning points, so well done to the winners.
Thank you Co-opFood ,Seaton (Underfleet )for the doughnuts. Our students
couldn’t eat them without licking their lips though!

#small
but
mighty
Axe Valley Academy Chard Street, Axminster, Devon, EX13 5EA
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