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 Year 7 Science Trip 
12 year 7 students along with Mr Watts and Dr Parkes attended the Space Day 

event at Exeter College. Several schools from Devon attended. The students 

participated in a number of activities aimed at raising awareness of issues related 

to space and being an astronaut. The visit 

ended with a planetarium experience. 

Students making a spectrometer to view 

the individual component colours from 

stars. Dr Parkes there is helping out with a 

fiddly bit. 

 

Students engaged in a problem solving 

activity. Who can make the tallest free 

standing structure? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testing materials to find out their properties. The odd looking goggles turned the world upside 

down.  

Can you remember a string of number and recite them 
backwards whilst doing step ups? Apparently astronauts 

are quite good at this. Essien nailed it when he 
remembered a nine digit number in reverse. 

We ended with a nice quiet half hour laying down in the 

planetarium listening to the presentation about space 

travel. 

Astronauts need to be able to coordinate themselves under 

difficult conditions. Astronauts also wear huge gloves whilst 

doing fiddly jobs. 

As always our students were a credit to the school and parents, 

both Mr Watts and myself were more than proud to be their 

teachers and have them represent the school on this great 

event. 

Mr R Watts 

Dr V Parkes 
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 AVA Production 

For the school production this year Mr Selby choose ‘The Matchgirls’. 

As the opening date for the school production draws closer we popped into 

rehearsals and asked some of the cast why they got involved with the production.  

“I remember auditioning for Matchgirls at the beginning of the school year. Both 

singing and acting auditions went well for me and I got a call back. A few days 

later we found out the parts – I was ecstatic at finding out I had received the main 

role and smiled so much that my face hurt! I have learnt so much 

from this school production and met some incredible new 

people. Although I loved 

rehearsing, I never expected 

to work so much over Year 9 

– but with the support of my 

family, friends and teachers, I 

managed to pull through and 

reach my goal”. Lilly, Year 9. 

 

“This will be the first school production I’ve performed in and I’m looking forward to it. However I 

have only recently joined so I have a lot of catching up to do. I joined the cast because I wanted to 

do something extra rather than the same old 

routine but also because my parents challenged me 

with taking part in at least one performance before I 

leave here”.  Ewan, Year 9. 

 

“The reason I 

wanted to join 

match girls was 

because I have 

always loved 

drama and I 

wanted to get 

the experience of 

working on a real production. Even though it has 

been hard I have really enjoyed the opportunity to 

work with everyone. Everyone in my opinion has 

worked really hard and the performance will go well 

I think because everyone has put in a lot of effort, 

people with big or small parts have worked so hard 

to make this performance great”. Hannah, Year 7. 

Mr R  Selby 
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Sports Update 
Football 

U13  
The Year 8 football team finished runners up in the East Devon U13 football league this year, only 
losing one game to the eventual winners (Exmouth). Throughout the season they all played with grit, 
determination and flare. Special individual performances came from Ty Dibling (top goalscorer), 
Owen Dibling (playing a year up and scoring multiple goals), Antonie Nita (outstanding in goal) and 
Will Sydenham (creative spark in midfield). However, every student who represented the school did 
themselves and the school proud. Squad - Dibling, Dibling, Mathews, Gait, Newton-Legg, Jenkin, 
Jefferies, Marlow, Nita, Yalcinkaya, Sydenham, Field, Redworth, Wilton.  
 
U16 

 
It was a successful 
season for the Year 
11 football team in 
the East Devon cup. 
The competition 
started with a 
convincing 3-0 win 
against Honiton, 
followed by a close fought 1-0 win 
against Colyton in the second group 
game. The third game in the group was 
unfortunately cancelled by Exmouth, 
which left Axe Valley with the 
maximum 9 points and progression to 
the semi-final. 

 
A friendly with a good Woodroffe side followed, which was good preparation for the semi-final 
against Sidmouth in April. At 0-0 in the 86th minute it looked destined to go to extra time had a Matt 
Young corner not forced an own goal from the Sidmouth team, which became the winning goal and 
took the team through to the final. 
 
Despite a great effort from Axe Valley it was St Luke's who came away worthy winners in the final at 
Topsham Town FC. St Luke's scored 2 early goals which set the tone and unfortunately Axe Valley 
were unable to get back into 
the game, the standout 
performance was from Johnny 
Gangoso who was awarded the 
man of the match award. 
 
It has been a  great final 
football season at Axe Valley 
for this team. 
 
 

Mr B Palmer 
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Cricket 

U13 
Unfortunately the Year 8 team fell at the first hurdle in the U13 hardball East 
Devon cup to a very strong Exmouth team. With a mixture of Year 7 and 8 the 
team travelled to the picturesque Exmouth cricket club full of hope and 
optimism. Winning the toss, captain George Gait elected to bat. Axe Valley 
managed to post a reasonable score of 75. Captain Gait occupied the crease for a 
long period of time showing resilience against some tricky bowling. The Exmouth 
batting soon took the Axe Valley bowling apart racing to the finish line in quick 
time. Noteable performances came from Willow Tulloch and Jess Rocket, who 
fielded and bowled really well. Jez Hawkins, Billy Fowler and Harry McMahon also 
bowled really well in patches.  
 
Softball cricket 
 
U13 and U15s 
Both teams travelled down to Exmouth CC to compete in the East Devon central venue competition. 
The U13s learned a lot about the game of cricket over the course of the competition, making 
improvements with every game. George Gait was the stand out batsman, top scoring for Axe Valley 
across all games. Owen Andrews also performed really well behind the stumps and with the bat.  
The U15 competition was cut short because of the weather. One game was completed before the 
heavens opened and water logged the pitch. During their sole game Axe Valley lost their danger man 
Nabi Temori for nothing. The rest of the team rallied together and put a respectable 62 on the board. 
In reply the Kings side didn't take long to chase the score down with most of their big hitting batsman 
clearly the ropes with many lusty blows. Star bowler was Lois Russell who picked up a vital wicket.  
 

 

Mr J Scott 

A message from Miss Stockton 

During the Autumn term I was privileged to take many fixtures, it has always been the highlight of my 
job. The dedication shown to practice and commitment to developing their skill was a credit to the 
students. All of the girls that represented our school did so with pride and a whole lot of enthusiasm, 
singing on the way there and the way back! I would like to mention two highlights. 
The dedication to practice and games by the Year 7 Netball team was terrific - I hope they continue 
to build on the success next year. 
 
Our Year 8 girls came 2nd in the East Devon Football tournament, only beaten by 1 goal by Colyton - I 
would put money on one of them being in the England team! 
 
Well done to all, I will miss taking fixtures and hope to hear of some great 
success in the future. 

Miss J Stockton 
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 Easter History Trip 

Midnight 29th April saw 68 of us eventually set off for France and Belgium, the coach was a double 
decker with all the features to make us comfortable for what seemed a long trip. An obligatory     
McDonald’s break for a burger breakfast in the early hours, before picking up our NST guides Tony 

and Mike at Dover. 

 A smooth crossing despite the rain, and we were 
finally heading towards the First World War 
Battlefields, and our first stop at the concrete shelters 
of Essex Farm field dressing station, just across the 
canal from the German front line. This was the start of 
improving our understanding on the process of 
evacuation (which thankfully came up in our first exam 
this year). At Hill 60 and later Sanctuary Wood students 
crept through the tunnel sections of original First World 
War trenches. The best bit for me was the amazing new 
Passchendaele museum, built inside an old hunting 
lodge. You start moving through trenches past soldiers 
huddled in dugouts before descending down into the 
bunkers, getting a real sense of trench life; from the 
latrine trench, to the bunks before entering the 
museum crammed with body armour, machine guns, 
shells, helmets to try on, weapons to hold and a trench 
toilet to sit on. We finally got to the Abbaye for evening 
meal and much needed sleep.  

 

During the Easter holidays our Head of History Mr Knott  led a trip to the World War 1 Battlefields 
along with Mr Irvine (History teacher), Mrs Sheen , Miss Coghlan and Ms McDonagh 

Mr M Irvine Mr R Knott 
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Day 2 we needed more sleep but the students were fantastic 
in getting up at 6:45! We took on the part of soldiers in 1917, 
in the underground quarries and tunnels waiting for the 
Battle of Arras. We lunched in Arras with its cake and choco-
late shops. In the afternoon we visited the French National 
Cemetery and the memorial to those dead who were never 
found shocked students by the sheer numbers, as they 
searched for family names. We had a communal meal in the 
museum restaurant and then took part in the sombre last 
post ceremony at Ypres.  

 

 

 

We needed the 8am lie in on the final day. Year 11 especially ben-
efitted from today’s tours; Flanders Fields Exhibition museum, 
more time for Chocolate shopping, and our final visit to the Casu-
alty Clearing Station site at Lijssenthoek. The sun was out, and we 
had a smooth sail back with more McDonalds. As usual all stu-
dents were impeccably well behaved and we enjoyed our time. 
We hope to run this trip again in 2021, and next year perhaps a 
visit to Berlin or maybe an Anglo Saxon camp at school. Thanks to 
our guides, fantastic drivers, Mrs Sheen, Miss Coghlan, Ms 
McDonagh, and Mr Irvine for their care and energy. 
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 Primary Sports Events 

The role so far has been an absolute pleasure, it has been lovely to see so many primary school 
students working together positively with our sports leaders to achieve a specific sporting goal. It 
has also made me realise just how brilliant our Axe Valley students are.  They have been willing to 
give up their own time to help lead, encourage and support the younger students. The below 
events have all occurred this term.  
 
Rounders Festival (May) 
This year we welcomed 
approximately 100 Year 5 & 6 
students across 7 different 
local primary schools to 
compete against each other 
in our primary schools 
rounders league. It was 
fantastic to see so many 
students working together so 
effectively and giving each 
other positive 
encouragement. This type of 
event would not be possible 
without the support from 
primary school staff and our 
brilliant sports leaders who 
give up their own time to 
help the younger students 
learn and progress through sport.   
 

Year 2 Team Challenge (May) 
This event was simple yet effective. Our main aim was to get as many Year 1 and 2 students 
thinking and working together to solve as many sporting challenges as possible. We had 
approximately 80 students from 5 schools working together across 8 different team challenges. It 
was fantastic to see so many young students accepting each challenge, thinking strategically, not 
giving up and trying their best. 

Mr Ward is has recently taken over the role of School Sports Coordinator while Mrs Oxley is on 

maternity leave.  

Mrs H Oxley Mr J Ward 
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High 5s Netball Training (June) 
The idea behind this event is to prepare the current Year 4 and 5 students for the High 5’ Netball 
League that commences in September. This gives students an understanding of the rules, regula-
tions and game play of Netball. Furthermore, this allows for the tournament to run as smoothly as 
possible and at a more competitive standard due to the gained underpinning knowledge of how to 

physically play the game. 
 

Indoor Athletics (June) 
We hosted 150 Year 1 Students during this event. 
We adapted lots of classic athletic events in order 
for them to be completed indoors. We had 7 
different schools competing that were split into 12 
teams. In first place on the day was Beer B, closely 
followed by  Musbury with Kilmington B in third 
place.  
 

 

 

Move, Make, Motivate (June) 
Since taking over from Mrs Oxley the idea behind these events is to give students from each of the 
Primary Schools knowledge towards how to run specific events back at their schools. This time 
around it was indoor athletics. Students and their respective staff members made their way around 
each station working together. This allowed them to have a go at each athletic event that had been 
adapted to be done indoors, as well as them having a variety of equipment to come up with ideas 
for how they could do each event back at their schools. They also took away a small resource book-
let to aid them with this in the future.  
 

Year 3 and 4 Multi-skills (June) 
Our most recent event hosted 180 students go-
ing through a variety of sporting activities. We 
wanted to try and use as much different 
sporting equipment as possible to expose the 
students to as many new things as we could, 
each taken on a different sporting element. 
Thankfully the weather stayed on our side and 
all seemed to thoroughly enjoy the challenge.   
 

 

As I have already briefly said, this role has been a pleasure. I would like to thank all of the feeder 

primary schools and their staff for their support through each of these events. Finally, to the Year 8 

and 9 sports leaders who have been nothing but fantastic this year. I hope you all have a well-

earned restful summer holidays. 
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 Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

 
Our Dof E manager is Dr 
Parkes, alongside 3 of our 
students who achieved their 
bronze award this year. 

The award has now been running for five years. This year I am proud to say that we have the 
greatest number of students participating in the expedition that we have ever had, 33 bronze stu-
dents and 8 Silver. Below is a picture of them during the first training weekend where they 
learned how to plan a 
route, mark up a map 
and fill in route cards, 
as well as many other 
necessary skills such as 
cooking sausages and 
eating biscuits.  
 
 
 
 
They have recently completed their practise expedition and talking to the students recently there 
was a few sore legs. Also I think a lot of life lessons were learned, with no adults to arbitrate for 
them they had to work out in their teams what exactly was the best way to go. Some I hear did 
end up getting a little lost and hence were delayed in arriving at their destination. All good charac-
ter building stuff.  Below are two of our teams. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By the time this is published we will probably have finished the qualifying weekend (June 29th-30th 

Bronze, 28th – 30th Silver). Good luck to everyone! 
 
If you have children in Year 8 and would like them to do this next year, keep an eye open at the 
beginning of the school year for messages from me. Parent-mail is a good way to keep in contact. 
 
 

Dr V Parkes 
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 PTFA 
The PTFA have had another busy year raising money for the Academy. The latest event was the Pri-

mary Musical Extravaganza, where they provided refresh-

ments . A thank you must go to the Tesco in Axminster 

who supplied the fruit for this event free of charge. 

 

We have had another busy year and would like to take 

this opportunity to thank everyone who has baked a cake, 

donated a raffle prize or helped at one of the many Axe 

Valley events we have attended.  We could not raise any 

money for the school without your support. 

 

Exciting events are already planned for the next academic 

year.  Our main fundraiser is the 12k Minster Challenge, 

all set for Sunday 6th October 2019, in Axminster.  We re-

ally need parents, pupils and teachers to support this run 

by either running it, marshalling on the morning or com-

ing to cheer on all the runners.   We also have a Quiz 

Night booked for Friday 6th December, to be held at the 

Axminster Football Club.  How about putting a team to-

gether?  

 

Membership to the PTFA is automatic for all parents, car-

ers, teachers and friends of Axe Valley Academy and we 

really do rely on your support.  Helping with the PTFA it is 

a great way to meet other parents and carers, get to 

know the teachers. 

 

 

Everyone is welcome to our meetings where we organise fundraising and allocation of funds. 

Please come along and share your views, everyone is welcome, and if you can’t make the meetings 

but would still like to help with events or share your ideas, please get in touch via the school email 

address (PTFA@axevalley.devon.sch.uk) or our Facebook page, just search ‘Axe Valley PTFA’.   
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Follow Us 

 

Fundraising 

Twitter.com/AxeAcademy 

Facebook.com/AxeValleyAcademy 
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