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Headteacher’s  message  

As we reach the end of the academic year at Axe Valley Academy we have taken the opportunity to celebrate the 
fantastic events across the school in the latest edition of our newsletter. This edition showcases what a wonderful 
community Axe Valley is and just how impressive our staff and students are. 
 
Our Year 10, 11 and 13 students have completed their final external examinations and so we can reflect on their 
dedication to such a challenge. Academic progress remains our priority as a school and the students taking 
examinations this year have certainly taken this seriously. It has been a pleasure working with them this year 
where they have set the academic benchmark high and provided an excellent example for all our students to 
follow in terms of learning behaviours. We look forward to launching our first newsletter of 2019-2020 in 
September as a special examinations edition where we will be able to celebrate the academic successes of the 
young people in our community. 
 
Axe Valley Academy strives to continuously improve its academic provision and broaden the wider enrichment 
offer year on year and the newsletter is a fantastic way of demonstrating that as a school we offer so much more 
than high quality teaching in the classroom. The trips, visits, charity work, clubs, sporting activities and wider 
curricular opportunities that our students can access are excellent and the pictures you will see and the words 
you will read are testament to that. As we draw the academic year to an end we would like to take a moment to 
recognise the incredible staff who work tirelessly to provide such a varied and vibrant suite of opportunities at 
Axe Valley. I’m sure parents will join us in thanking them from the bottom of our hearts.  
 
Axe Valley is looking forward to a future working as part of the 
outstanding Uffculme Academy Trust and we have ambitions 
to be an exceptional school in our local community that 
provides the very best opportunities for the community that 
we serve. We know that with the ongoing support of our 
parents and commitment of our students this vision will be 
realised. 
 
             

 

 

      Martin Brook,                                              Laura Jenkins, 

       Headteacher                                           Deputy Headteacher 

 

The Update      

 

Axe Valley Academy Newsletter, July 2019     

Diary Dates 
This term: 

Year 10 work experience: 8th –12th July 

School Production: 15th & 16th July 

Prize Day (Years 7-10): 16th July 

Activity Day: 18th July 

End of Term: 19th July (1.10pm finish) 

A-Level Results Day: 15th August 

GCSE Results Day: 22nd August 

Next term: 

Staff INSET days: 2nd & 3rd September 

All students first day: 4th September 

Year 6 Open Day: 26th September 

Minster Challenge:  6th October 
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Uffculme Academy Trust  
Update 

Dear parents/carers, 
 

I should like to introduce myself to you as the CEO of Uffculme Academy Trust and let you know 
how delighted I am that Axe Valley Academy will be joining our family of schools in September. 
 
I have been a school leader for almost 20 years in schools across Devon and Somerset. For 11 
years I have been both Headteacher and Executive Headteacher of the nationally regarded 
Uffculme School in Devon and it has been my pleasure and privilege to work with young people 
aged from 4-16 and witness how children of all abilities and from all backgrounds flourish in a 
culture of ambition and care where it is cool to succeed. 
 
I have very much enjoyed the time that I have spent at Axe Valley Academy over the last 12 
months and have been impressed by the dedication and commitment of all staff to students’ 
education and well-being. I have always felt Axe Valley to be a really happy and friendly school 
and one which I can see has deep rooted values. I have enjoyed meeting students and visiting 
their lessons and have also spent time with the Academy Leadership Team on planning how we 
can ensure that all students are able to thrive and fulfil their academic, social and emotional 
potential. 
 
I am confident that the future for Axe Valley Academy is extremely positive. Continuing to 
provide excellent facilities, teaching and learning and support for all students will be a clear 
priority for me as I work alongside the dedicated staff here at Axe. Although we are currently a 
small school we have big ideas and are hugely ambitious for every pupil. I believe that education 
should be enriching and fulfilling as well as challenging. All young people deserve the right to 
learn in a safe and caring environment where they know that they belong and are valued for who 
they are. At Uffculme we say “Excellence is a Habit” and it is my aim to ensure that all of the 
students in all of the schools in Uffculme Academy Trust are supported to achieve the best 
possible outcomes so that they can go on to lead their best lives. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any comments or questions: heathl@uffculmetrust.org 
 
 
 
 
Lorraine Heath OBE 
 
 
CEO Uffculme Academy Trust 
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ASPIRE 
It been an eventful year for ASPIRE with an 
exciting and innovative new Academic year 
ahead of us. ASPIRE is now more inclusive 
and paperless to save on workload for 
primary schools but also to reap the 
environmental benefits. We still see the 
educational and cultural trips, whether it is 
the highly sought after seats to watch the 
classical music concerts at Powderham 
Castle or a workshop in the Art 
Department here at Axe Valley. Since then, 
I have been busy in the background getting ready for a full re
-launch next year now that Year 11 have left us and Year 6 
have finished their exams.  
 
For this year there has been a focus on Primary School 

events, which will shift into the new academic year to being 

more balanced. Also, 

within that shift, the current Year 10 will be kept on the 

register as Year 11 ASPIRE students – where they will have 

more of an academic support system for their GCSE year. 

In the new programme, which will be sent out in September, 

expect to see for Year 5 and 6 similar events to this year, but 

also  workshops based at AVA so that students can get to know 

the staff and surroundings of the school  along with meeting 

fellow students to make their transition from their Primary 

Schools to us here at AVA as 

smooth and comfortable as 

possible. Option subject 

workshops will be aimed at 

Years 7 and 8, this will be to 

give them more of a flavour of the wide range of option subjects 

they can chose from. Years 9 and 10 will be gaining as much 

further education experience as possible alongside the cultural 

visits and events held here at AVA.  

Thank you for your ongoing support and I look forward to an 

exciting year in September. Until then, have a lovely summer! 

Miss D Coghlan 
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Transition Time 
Over the past month, Mrs Tregale, Mrs Tresseras and I (Mr Carr) have had the 
lovely job of touring the local primary schools meeting the newest members of 
the Axe Valley Academy community preparing them for the transition to         
secondary school.  
 
On the 3rd and 4th of July the Year 6s came in for two days of Transition activities 
and left the staff really impressed with their enthusiasm, the care they took of 
each other and their potential.   

The 3rd of July was small schools day when 
children who are coming to secondary 
school in smaller groups came together to 
meet each other and have an extra look 
around the school.  The day was built 
around putting together a leaflet of key 
adults for year 7 and involved interviewing 
members of staff and designing a front 
cover. They did a brilliant job and the 
leaflet was distributed to the whole year 

group and their parents at the Transition Evening later on that day. 
 

The 4th of July was the main School Transi-

tion Day and is a really exciting day be-

cause it is the first opportunity we get to 

be together as a year group. This is the first 

time the students see each other in one 

place – the people they will be lifelong 

friends with, will work hard with, will suc-

ceed with, will be in teams with, perform 

in concerts with and even go to prom with.  

Its also the first time they get to meet their new tutors.  The day was as close to 

a normal school day as possible to let the students start to get used to Axe Valley routines, moving 

around the site and some of the expectations we will have when they arrive.  It was an incredibly 

hot day and the 

students were 

superb.  They lis-

tened, worked 

hard and laughed 

in all the right 

measures and 

went home ex-

hausted after a 

really useful day. 

Mr R Carr 

Mrs S Tregale  

Mrs T Tresserras 
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Primary Music Extravaganza  
Mr Jevons is our Head of Music and is the musical brains behind this amazing 
event. 

Six Primary 
Schools took part 
in the ‘Sing Your 
Heart Out’ Music 
Project at the 
Guildhall; 
Kilmington, Hawkchurch, 
Axminster, St Mary’s, St Andrews 
Chardstock and Marshwood CofE 
Primary School.  There was a 

huge variety of performances this year. Hawkchurch performed a beautiful rendition of ‘When 
Somebody Loves Me’ and ‘You’ve Got A Friend in Me’ from ‘Toy Story’. Kilmington children sang a 
song in French. Marshwood sang a couple of African songs accompanied with African drumming, 
guitars and violins. St Mary’s Year 3&4 class did a splendid performance with a twenty plus string 
ensemble. 
 
Together with the AVA choir they all joined in with 
‘Sing’ and ‘Glorious’ in a four part harmony, a three 
part rendition of ‘Disney Movie Ballads’, ‘I’m Still 
Standing’ with brilliant Year 8 soloist Stephen from 
AVA, Rock Around The Clock with jazz band 
accompaniment and finally ‘A Million Dreams’ with 
string orchestra accompaniment. 
 
There were some more superb solo performances 
from AVA singers and a particularly beautiful duet 
from Molly and Hannah. The acapella group performed a close harmony version of ‘Words’ led by 
singing tutor Anna Gregory. Overall it was a wonderful day making music ending with a fantastic 
concert. Well done to everyone who took part. 
 
Two of the AVA students that took part shared their thoughts on this event.  

“It was a beautiful community event, where students primary and secondary alike sang together 
under one roof. In the setting of the Guildhall in Axminster we met old friends and made new 
ones. Every school had their own performance to show their talents before singing together for  a 

few songs. It was a great experience 
and I wish for anyone who reads this 
to take the opportunity to perform 
in these events”. Stephan, in Year 8. 

 

“The Primary School Extravaganza 
was a  day that each school came 
together as to perform a number of 
songs. Although it was hard work to 
get everything prepared, the final 

outcome was worth it. We all enjoyed  it (and enjoyed having a day off from normal lessons’) and 
are looking forward to next year’s event all ready”.  Molly, in Year 9. 

Mr J Jevons 
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Year Group Update 

These year groups are led by the Head of Year  Mr Carr and Mrs Tregale who is a member of our 
Pastoral Team. 

Year 7 & 8 

 
It has been a real pleasure working with year 7 this year.  
They are such a good fun group to be around. They are a 
year group which is full of characters , politeness, kindness, 
fun and positivity. 
 
Transition is a real challenge for all young people, but Year 7 
took it in their stride, quickly adapting to the new routines 

and taking on board our messages about Axe Valley expectations.  
 
They have made a brilliant start to their time at Axe Valley and have thrown themselves into all the 
opportunities that Axe Valley has to offer.  Their enthusiasm carries them into everything, whether it 
is musical, sporting, school trips or the upcoming school production.  
 
My two favourite moments were probably the year group’s contribu-
tion to the foodbank project we ran to help our local community and 
our kindness project focused at supporting next year’s Year 7.   
  
In the foodbank project each tutor group was set the basic target of 
supporting one local family in crisis for a two week period.  The 
groups smashed that original target and the amazing amount of food 
almost overwhelmed the school stage when we invited the repre-
sentatives of Seaton and Axminster food banks in to accept the donations.   
 
The kindness project produced so many brilliant ideas about how the Year 7s could help the new 
cohort starting school next year. We still have lots of ideas in the pipeline but 7WB have already pre-
sented the year 6’s with their basic stationary sets and book marks with personalised messages on 
them , welcoming the new students to our community.  A very impressive but typical idea from this 
year group. 
 
Overall a superb year and a superb start to their time with us. The challenge for this year group is to 

build on that solid base and push on.  

Mr R Carr Mrs S Tregale  
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The imminent arrival of  the newest members of our school 
community means its also time for some of our students to 
move up the school and I was really sad to hand over Year 
8 to Mr Horn.  
 
I am however very proud of all that the group has achieved 
and the signs of the young people that they are developing 
into.  This is the year group that broke the positives system 
when they were in Year 7 and they have continued in that 
spirit in Year 8 regularly landing at the top of the year 
group positive charts.  Those positive moments add up and 
when you look at the groups progress it is no surprise that 
they are doing well. 
 
The main academic focus for the year was building the 
strongest possible foundations for the start of the GCSE 
courses and we spent a lot of time trying to make the best 
possible decisions about options.   

 
Year 8 were also busy outside of 
the classroom.  They made a 
huge contribution to the food-
bank project working hard to 
raise money and collect food to 
help out their local community.  
They also have several excellent 
sports teams, particularly the 
girls football team who came 
close to defending their East 
Devon title, and some very tal-
ented athletes.   
 
One particularly nice aspect of 
this year group has been the 

development of a really special group of musicians.  Under the careful tutelage of the music de-
partment we now have some superb 
singers (including the winner of the red 
nose day talent show) as well as orches-
tral musicians, rock musicians and tech-
nicians. They are constant contributors 
to the many shows the school puts on 
and are a credit to the year group. 
 
I wish the cohort all the best for the   

future and I look forward to seeing  you 

push forward onto your KS4 courses. 
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Year Group Update 

Mr G Horn 

These year groups are led by the Head of Year  Mr Horn and Ms McDonagh who is a member of 
our Pastoral Team. 

Year 9 & 10 

Ms A McDonagh  

Year 9 have been a pleasure to work with this year. There are 
numerous students that have made fantastic contributions 
throughout the year and sometimes I wonder how some of 
them cram in all they do. The year group have taken the lead 
with numerous whole school events including the anti 
bullying initiative led by Mr Selby and the Talent Show that 
the Year 9s led for Comic Relief. 
 
We have had sports leaders doing some amazing work with 
our feeder Primary Schools and they have been superb in 
promoting our school to these younger students. 
 
I’ve been impressed by how well Year 9 coped with their end 
of year PPE exams. I hope these exams have helped students 
learn more about revision and how their real exams will feel. 
This exam process will be repeated in Year 10. 
 

I want to encourage parents to start 
helping their children think about 
work experience. This will take place 
in the week beginning 29 June 2020. 
We will be launching this officially 
early next term and more guidance 
will be released to parents and 
students then. 
 
I’d like to thank all parents for their 

support over the year and I shall look 

forward to working with you next 

year. 
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I held my final assembly with Year 10 on June 14th and 

there were a few tears! It was lovely to reflect on the past 

2 years and to remember some stand out moments. The 

inflatables evening at Cloakham Lawns at the end of Year 

8 was the first event we put on for this year group. 

They’ve grown a bit since then! Their outstanding 

contribution in Year 9 with Sport Relief was something 

that they can look back on with pride. I have always 

enjoyed working with the football team and it was great 

to see them do so well this year narrowly losing to 

Exmouth in the final of the East Devon Cup. Seeing the 

girls rugby team develop has been another highlight. Their 

competitiveness has been applauded and we hope they 

continue to develop their love of the game next year. 

 
My main aim over 
the past 2 years has 

to been to get them ready for the challenge of Year 11. I 
wanted to hand them over to Miss Sloman equipped with 
the skills needed to do well in their GCSEs. This year group 
were the first to have formal end of year exams in Year 9. 
That process along with the recent exams at the end of Year 
10 has meant they are well placed to go into Year 11 and be 
one of our best performing year groups ever.  
 
I have had the pleasure of building up many positive 

relationships with parents and carers over the past 2 years. 

I’ve appreciated all your support during these “Teen Brain” 

years. Good luck to all students in Year 10 as you move in to 

Year 11. You have huge potential. Let’s see you fulfil it. 
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Year Group Update 

Miss E Sloman 

This year group is led by the Head of Year  Miss Sloman and Ms Ashby who is a member of our 
Pastoral Team. 

Year 11 

Ms Y Ashby 

I have been exceptionally fortunate to work with a hard working and ambitious year group this 
year. They had big shoes to fill after the success of 2018 leavers but they have truly risen to the 

challenge. 
 
Throughout the year, we have had numerous 
celebration assemblies where a vast number of 
different students have picked up awards for 
their determination in lessons and their 
commitment to the school community. Notably, 
one of our year group raised money for the Little 
Princess Trust and selflessly cut all her hair off! 
We have had informal celebrations too including 
social events where staff were left amazed by the 
amount of donuts Year 11 could eat! 

The exam season is always intense for students and this 
resilient year group tackled their exams with diligence and 
determination. Their behaviour was good and they showed 
great respect and care for their exam performance. 
 
On Friday 14th  June, we enjoyed a glorious leavers' event 
down at Cloakham Lawns and it was lovely to see them all in 
their finery and to wish them well. 
 
Thursday 27th   June saw our annual Leavers' Prom; students 
had a great time and looked incredible. 
 
We look forward to hopefully celebrating some outstanding 

GCSE results with you all on Thursday 22nd August. 
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A selection our Year 11 students at prom 
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Year Group Update 

This year group is led by the Head of Year  Mr Owen. 

Sixth Form 

The Year 13s have worked extremely hard over 
the last few months completing their A-Levels 
and the last remaining pieces of coursework. As 
a 6th form team we were so pleased by the 
mature attitude of our students in their 
approach to their studies and particularly over 
their exam period to their response to 
attending revision classes and using their time productively in 

school. As you will be aware the common room has fallen silent over the last few weeks and it has 
been quite emotional not seeing 6th formers around the Academy. 
 
On Thursday 16th June the 6th form celebrated their leavers’ meal 
at the Ship Inn at Axmouth. Speeches were given by mentors 
reminiscing about the good times that had been shared over the 
last few years. Will House took the floor and gave out some 
memorable awards to both students and staff and I was very 
pleased to receive my new inflatable zimmer frame. A well 
organised event held at a lovely venue leaving all those who 
attended with fond memories of that day and of their time at the 
Axe Valley. 
 
Every year we are asked as an Academy to award The Reading List Foundation Scholarship to a 
student who has excelled in their academic studies over the post 16 two year period. This year 
the scholarship was awarded to a student who was relentless in her drive and ambition to achieve 
the best results she was capable of. As well as this she has also managed to accrue over twenty 
weeks’ worth of veterinary work experience which is a magnificent achievement. Staff agreed 
that Madison White should be the recipient of the scholarship. 
 
Our students have to wait until Thursday August 15th for results day to get confirmation of where 
their future will take them and all the staff at the Academy look forward to celebrating their 
achievements with them. I would like to mention and congratulate Will House and Will Osborne 
who have both gained apprenticeships at Axe Power Tools along with Joseph Beard who has one 
with Pecorama in Beer. Good luck to Sam Morton who is in the initial stages of his application to 
become aircrew in the Royal Navy.   
 
It leaves me to say wherever 

your future may take you, please 

don’t forget to pop in and tell us 

about how you are getting on. It 

has been a fantastic privilege to 

work with the 6th form I wish 

you all every success and look 

forward to celebrating your 

results with you in August. 

Mr D Owen 


