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Headteacher’s  message  

It’s been a very busy start to the new term and I can’t quite believe that we are a week 
away from half term already. Our focus since the New Year has understandably been about 
helping our students in Year 11 and 13 in particular to prepare for their forthcoming public 
examinations. However, so much has been going on from Year 7 upwards to enrich the 
education of all of our fantastic pupils. I focused in my recent week of assemblies on 
entrepreneurship and ambition and I am delighted to see so many examples in this month’s 
newsletter of our students working with local businesses and organisations as part of our 
long-term strategy to continue to raise the aspirations of all of the young people across the 
Axe Valley. 

The Update            

The Axe Valley Community College Newsletter:  Tuesday 31st January 2017 - Issue 5 

Diary Dates - February 2017 
Thur 2nd Feb - Year 12/13 Parents’ evening 

Tue 7th Feb - ASPIRE visit to Bristol University 

Wed 8th Feb - Double Elephant Printing Workshops 

Thur 9th Feb - REACH careers visit to Axminster 
Tools & Machinery 

Fri 10th Feb - REACH Year 10 “Meet the Mentor” 

10th - 13th Feb - History Trip to Berlin 

13 - 17th Feb -  Half Term Break 

Tue 21st Feb - Year 8 Parents’ evening 

Tue 21st Feb - REACH wood turning workshop 

Thur 23rd Feb - ASPIRE “Meet the Coach” 

24th Feb - ASPIRE Music at Powderham Castle 

Tue 28th Feb - REACH Careers trip to Newton Abbot 

Wed 1st Mar - REACH visit to RAU Cirencester 

Wed 1st March - Year 8 Options Evening 

We have recently teamed up with Future First, an 
organisation that has been set up to help people to 
connect with the schools they once attended. We 
would love to build an alumni network and so, if you 
were ever a student at Axe valley, we’d love to hear 
from you. If you go to www.futurefirst.org.uk and 
click on ‘For Former Students’ you can fill in a short 
sign up form. By being part of the network, you can 
help us to raise students’ aspirations and prepare 
them for life beyond school. 

Thank you for all you continue to do to support the 
school. 

Steven Green - Headteacher 

Children at the Primary Dance Festival held at the college last week and supported by our Year 9 Sports Leaders 

http://www.futurefirst.org.uk


2 

 Student News 
Fundraising in December 
Own Clothes Day on the last day of term raised a grand total of £695.50.  £545.50 will go to Children 
in Need and £150 from the Year 8 collection to Save the Children. 

Networking with local Businesses 

The school is now benefitting from a new form of support to encourage stronger links to local 
business and increased emphasis on enterprise skills and their development. Through a national 
programme of work, supported locally by the Career Southwest Group, two local employers with 
high levels of commitment and passion for this work will be volunteering as Enterprise Advisors to 
the school. Jane Boulton who is HR Director at Axminster Tools & Machinery and Julie Hawker who is 
CEO at Cosmic have already started this work and developed a plan of activities for the year.  

They have been into school for a number of meetings and presentations at assemblies. Focusing on 
encouraging career aspirations and increased opportunities for top quality work experience, Jane and 
Julie are able to link teaching staff and students to the right employers and great case studies in the 
local business community.  
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Extreme Reading Competition 

Last term we challenged all our year groups 
and staff to show us their most dedicated 
reading in our Extreme Reading 
Competition. We had some inspired 
entries; from parasailing above blue seas, 
relaxing in phone boxes, to sharing some 
pages with alpacas.  

However, the winning entry came from 
Euan Hartnell in Year 8, who chose the 
perfect reading material and pose for his 
surroundings in the capital.  He has won 
an HD Action Sports Camera, to capture 
future adventures, with or without reading 
material! 
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 Sixth Form Update 
Sixth Form Celebration Assembly 

Sixth Form Celebration Assembly had a refreshing new style and approach this year. 

Students were given the opportunity to make it their event with some of our talented singers and 
musicians providing high quality performances. Lily Davis Griffiths and Issy Somers performed 
together and later Lily was accompanied by Toby Willis on Keyboards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sixth Form students were an engaged and 
appreciative audience, and at one point phone 
camera lights held over their heads added an 
authentic gig feel to the occasion.  

 

Tutor Awards 

The firm favourite of Tutor Awards were retained. The following students were recognised and 
rewarded by their Tutors: 

13HT Jess Boulton 

Ms Taylor said she choose Jess, “ For her determination to apply for university at the soonest 
opportunity, gaining working experience in the local community and further afield that made her 
stand out in her application. She has also been helping in the textiles department at college which 
shows her commitment for sharing her passion for her chosen university subject which I am sure 
she will excel in”. 
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 13MM Matilda Dare 

Mr Moffett recognised Matilda “ For her refusal of the sober, the dull, the obedient, and for her 
possession of a will and understanding all her own as well as a refreshing candour and a sense of 
justice; and for her obvious joy in the adventure of finding things out for oneself”. 

13VP Lucy Gay 

Dr Parkes gave his Tutor Award to Lucy Gay ”for being present in tutor group every time she should 
have been. Also for being friendly and helping me to try and engage the tutor group in serious 
discussions. Lucy has been the most consistently present and helpful”.  

12PC Rosie Bolton 

Mrs Clewer confirmed her Award was given to Rosie Bolton for constant hard work and the 
extra volunteering which she does around the school. 

12AR Bevan Brignall  

Mrs Rawles said of Bevan that he has settled in really well to the school as he joined us in the 6th 
Form, being proactive and highly participative, as well as being a genuinely nice person.  

AxeUs, the Axe Valley 6th Form Student Union has been extremely 
successful and active this year  under the strong and charismatic 
leadership of Charlie Hall. Opportunity was given for them to present 
some of their own very special awards to fellow students. Matt Quaile was 
presented with a rather tongue in cheek celebration of his performance in 
his driving theory test – better luck next time Matt! 

Max Pollard achieved “the biggest arms in 6th Form “ award. Well done 
Max, obviously time spent in the gym has paid off. 

This Year’s prestigious Awards were made by Dave MacCormick, Vice 
Principal – Director of 6th Form to:  Will Foxcroft, Steven Apsey and Charlie 
Hall 

Will and Steven were recognised for their quality University applications. 
Both students completed the UCAS process efficiently and to a high 
standard, and both have been rewarded by good offers from excellent 
Universities. 

Charlie received his Award for all round academic achievement and massive contribution to sixth 
form life both as AxeUs President and as the positive and ever cheerful person he is – making 6th 
form a great place to be. 
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 Sports Update 
Badminton 

The Year 9 (plus Miles - Year 8) badminton teams played 
some very good badminton at the East Devon U14 
tournament on Weds 4th Jan. The Boys team faced Kings 
school (the eventual winners) in their first match and 
although they were always on the back foot they fought 
well and improved throughout the games. This meant they 
were then warmed up and ready to face Cullompton.  

Another tough match but with two wins from Alex Ball and 
Miles Akeroyd in the singles they headed into the final 
doubles knowing that a win would put them through to the 
semi finals. Miles and Robyn took it all the way and 
eventually won 15-13!! 

The semi-final saw them pitched against Exmouth who were 
fielding a couple of county players. A fantastic effort was 
displayed by everyone but Exmouth were deserved winners. 
Well done to Alex, Miles, Robyn and Joseph for reaching the 
semi-finals 

The girls A team played Cullompton, Exmouth and Honiton 
in their pool matches and won all 3 fixtures - a great start to 
put them into the semi final against Kings School. This was a 
very close fixture and all 4 girls (Izzy, Amy, Jessie and Ella) 
had perhaps peaked a little early as a few errors crept in and 
we were 2-1 down with two doubles games to play. We won 
one and lost one which meant Kings had won 3-2 and denied 
us a finals place. The girls were obviously disappointed but 
should be proud of their convincing victories in the pool 
matches. 

The B team had a very tough afternoon as they were drawn 
in a pool with Colyton and Kings - the two teams who ended 
up contesting the final! The girls played some good shots but 
the oppositions consistency and placement was too good on 
the day. However Poppy H, Poppy T, Samidi and Jess all 
improved, particularly in their doubles communication. 

Cross Country 

Well done to Caitlin and Samidi who braved the cold 
weather on Sat 21st Jan at Stover School, Newton Abbot 
when they competed in the Devon Schools Cross Country 
championships. Although the weather was cold the 
course at least was dry underfoot making for a fast 
course.  

Both the Year 7 race for Caitlin and the junior girls race 
for Samidi were highly competitive fields and although 
both girls competed well, they were unable to gain a 
place in the Devon squad this year but should feel proud 
of their achievements to date. I'm sure both girls are 
looking forward to the warmer athletics season! 
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Year 7 Futsal Tournament 

It was a pleasure to take a group of 7 boys to the East Devon Futsal Tournament at Kings on 
Monday evening. There were 6 teams taking part and the Axe Valley boys did themselves proud 
finishing a respectable 4th place.  

Their first game helped set the tempo for the night. They quickly showed they were a bunch of hard 
working players who weren’t afraid of a tackle. Corbin was always ready with a strong challenge and 
Dylan did superbly in goal denying a host of goal scoring opportunities. Rowan managed to get a 
goal helping the team to a 1-1 draw against Sidmouth. In game 2 they went down 4-0 to a very 
strong Uffculme team but still managed to progress to the semi-finals on goal difference. 

Their Semi Final was against eventual winners Kings. They went behind to 2 early goals from a Kings 
side that relied on a lot of long balls but after that it was all Axe Valley. The boys displayed some 
brilliant passing. Nathaniel tormented the Kings defence and helped set up numerous chances. The 
boys were much the better footballing team and if they had taken some of their chances they could 
have progressed to the final. It was a pleasure to take such a great group of boys to the tournament 
and I’ll look forward to working with them again.  

Mr Horn  -  Year 11 Leader 

Girls football 

On Thurs 26th Jan Axe Valley hosted the second round of the East Devon U12 Girls Football 
tournament. It was a bitterly cold evening on the pitch and players found the conditions challenging 
with very few goals being scored over the 10 games played. 

Axe Valley were a striker short as Faith Phillips was injured and also a defender down so were 
playing with the bare minimum of 7 players, however all 7 girls gave their all. Although they didn't 
win a game they only conceded 5 goals and never lost by more than one goal. Their results on the 
night were 1-2 (Exmouth), 0-1 (Honiton), 1-2 (Uffculme) and 0-1 (Sidmouth) 

Overall winners of the two leg tournament were Exmouth. 

Mrs Moran - Subject Leader for PE 
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Due to various circumstances there have been some changes to the sports timetable. The attached timetable 

should be in place until Easter. On some occasions due to other commitments we do have to cancel but will 
send messages when this happens. 
 
Girls Football      Years 7-13  Mon - Lunch  AGP 
Badminton  Years 7-10  Mon - Lunch  Sports Hall 
Indoor Football  Years 7-10  Tues - Lunch  Sports Hall 
Handball  Years 7-13  Tues - Lunch  AGP 
Table tennis Years 7-13  Tues - Lunch  Balcony 
Rugby Academy Years 7-13  Tues - After school Field 
Netball  Years 7-9  Tues - After school  Sports Hall 
Basketball  Years 7-13  Wed - Lunch   Sports Hall 
Table Tennis Years 7-13  Wed - Lunch  Balcony 
Netball  Years 9-13  Wed - Lunch  Hard Court 
GCSE PE Revision Year 11  Wed - After School Sports Hall  
Social Badminton  Years 7-13  Thur - Lunch  Sports Hall 
Karate Years 7-10  Thur - Lunch  Balcony 
Football Academy  Years 7-13  Thur - After school AGP 
Trampolining/Vaulting Years 7-10  Thur - After school Sports Hall 
Indoor Cricket Years 7-10  Fri - Lunch   Sports Hall 
Axes Fitness  Years 10-13 Fri - Lunch   Axes Gym 
Riding Club Yeas 7-13  Weekends   Contact Miss Melville  
        for information 

Updated list of Sports Clubs 

Primary Dance Festival 

Last Tuesday seven local primary schools attended a dance festival 
held at The Axe Valley Community College with 160 children taking 
part. The festival was based on the popular book ‘Gerald Can’t 
Dance’. After a warm up from the new ‘Born to Move’ dance class, 
the children thought of animals that live in the sea and then used 
these to inspire dances.  

In small groups, Year 9 dance leaders taught a creative dance com-
posed from ideas the children had produced after discussing the 
animals in the jungle dance. Each group were given an animal to 
make up a 16 steps routine to move into and out of a ‘jungle’.  

Towards the end, the children learnt another routine which in-
volved some street dance moves. ‘Gerald could dance he just need-
ed the right music’.  Each group told everyone what they liked 
about each other’s dances and children came up with some really 
lovely ideas. Mr Green came to see one of the performances and 
was really impressed with all the children.  



9 

 PE DEPARTMENT FIXTURES – February and March 2017 
Fixtures will only be fulfilled if sufficient students attend regular school training 

Date Who Activity Details 

Thurs 2nd Feb Year 10-11 
Girls U16 Football Tournament 
at Exmouth 

Depart: 3.15pm 
Finish: 5.30 approx 
Return: 6.15 approx 

Fri 3rd Feb Year 8 
U13 Rugby Tournament 
at St Peter’s Exeter 

Depart: 8.40am 
Finish: 2.30 approx 
Return: 3.20 approx 

Tues 7th Feb Year 10 
Boys U15 6-a-side Football 
Tournament at Axe Valley 

Start: 3.40pm 
Finish: 5.45 approx 

Tue 7th Feb 
Tue 21st Feb 
Reserve: 28th Feb 

Year 8 
U13 Netball League 
at Sidmouth 

Depart: 3.20pm 
Finish: 5.30 approx 
Return: 6.15 approx 

Thurs 9th Feb Years 7-9 
U14 Table Tennis Tournament 
at Kings, Ottery St Mary 

Depart: 1.40pm 
Finish: 4.30 approx 
Return: 5.00 approx 

Tues 21st Feb Year 9 
Girls U14 7-a-side Football 
Tournament 
at Kings, Ottery St Mary 

Depart: 3.15pm 
Finish: 5.30 approx 
Return: 6.15 approx 

Weds 22nd Feb 
Weds 1st March 
Tues 14th March 
Reserve: 21st March 

Year 8 
Boys U13 Football League 
at Kings, Ottery St Mary 

Depart: 3.20pm 
Finish: 5.15 approx 
Return: 6.00 approx 

Fri 24th Feb Year 8-9 
Boys and Girls Handball Tournament 
at Exmouth 

Depart: 1.30pm 
Finish: 4.30 approx 
Return: 5.30 approx 

Weds 1st March Year 10 
Girls U15 Netball Tournament 
at Kings, Ottery St Mary 

Depart: 1.30pm 
Finish: 4.15 approx 
Return: 5.00 approx 

Weds 1st March 
TBC 

Year 7-8 
Devon Winter Games 
at Paignton 

Details TBC 

Thurs 9th March Year 7 
Girls U12 Netball Tournament 
at Kings, Ottery St Mary 

Depart: 1.30pm 
Finish: 4.15 approx 
Return: 5.00 approx 

Weds 22nd March Year 8 
Girls U13 Netball Tournament 
at Kings, Ottery St Mary 

Depart: 1.30pm 
Finish: 4.15 approx 
Return: 5.00 approx 

Weds 29th March 
Reserve if 1st/9th or 
22nd are cancelled 

Year 7/8/10 
U12/U13/U15 Netball Reserve 
Tournament at Kings, Ottery St Mary 

Depart: 1.30pm 
Finish: 4.15 approx 
Return: 5.00 approx 
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PE STARS  

 WHO?    WHY?  
 

 Boys: 
 

 Nick Fisher   9RS  Determination in Football 
 Vlad Crispin   10MO  Progress in Football 
 Finlay Cox    9MCB  Handball star 
 Jo Goodhew   9MCB  Handball star 
 Dan Rowe   9MBR  Progress in Football and Rugby 
 Jimmy Laughton  7SD  Good Knowledge of Badminton rules 
 Zack Featherstone  9MBR  Great handball teamwork 
 Kieran Butcher  9RS  Great handball teamwork 
 Henrijs Hofrats  11SS  Superb answer regarding heart rates 
 Kieran Day   10MG  Excellent trampolining progress 
  

 Girls: 
 Ella Down-Parkes  10NB  Always doing her best 
 Rebecca Smart  Year 10 Superb effort in Kettle bells 
 Danielle Nisbet  Year 10 Superb effort in Kettle bells 
 Millie Debono  Year 10 Superb effort in Kettle bells 
 Emily Dare   Year 10 Superb effort in Kettle bells 
 Lauren Wiltshire  Year 10 Superb effort in Kettle bells 
 Enjiley Durias  Year 10 Superb effort in Kettle bells 
 Kim Enticott   Year 10 Superb effort in Kettle bells 
 Talia Hutchings  7NCH  Excellent progress 
 Niamh Perry   7ED  Kind and caring 
 Elsa Wood   8AMI  Excellent focus and productivity in Dance 
 Caitlin Sloman  8AMI  Excellent focus and productivity in Dance 
 Erin Ellis   8AMI  Excellent focus and productivity in Dance 
 Ella Shepherd  9DW  Excellent listening and work rate 
 Sophie Brennan  9MCB  Attending Handball Club 
 Megan Wooldridge 10MI  Excellent movement and work rate 
 Olivia Brown  10NB  Having kit and participating—Excellent progress 
 Paris Davis   7EB  Excellent work 
 Molly Smith   7SD  Excellent effort 
 Rosie Rosling  9MBR  Excellent effort in Football 
 Amber Coombes  8EBO  Awesome tackling, dribbling and all round great lesson 
 Chloe Walters  9MCB  Persistent effort and progress 
 Beth Cook   9DW  Kangaroo jump interception  
 Inga Pakula   7SD  Excellent muscle knowledge 
 Holly Jackson  7SD  Sustained effort in every PE lesson 
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Wood Turning at Axminster Skill Centre 

The first six students went to the Skill Centre last Tuesday to work on the huge industrial lathes to 
make the component parts of a beautiful pen. The blocks of coloured resin are turned on the lathes 
to make a stunning marble style barrel that is polished and professional looking. The students found 
the techniques challenging but exciting to be working on such powerful equipment. It was also very 
empowering for them to be allowed to work largely on their own  on the machines. We look 
forward to the next date for more students in February. 

Cook Club 

The first Cook Club meet of the term was a great success with Year 7 
and 8 students producing some delicious looking Chicken and Broccoli 
pasta dishes for their families. It was great fun to have such an 
enthusiastic group!  

There are more spaces for Year 9 and 10s to join the week 1 sessions, 
we will be making a variety of delicious and fun dishes both sweet 
and savoury for you to take home. 

REACH Events coming up in February: 
Careers visit to Axminster Tools and Machinery, 9th February 
Meet the Mentor and mentoring sessions starting 10th February 
Wood Turning Workshop on 21st February 
Aberystwyth University Talk on 22nd February 
Newton Abbot Careers visit to the IDS Dancewear warehouse and the South Devon Hairdressing 
studio on 28th February 

Mrs Pemberton  - REACH Co-ordinator 

REACH 
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ASPIRE 
Skills for Success Workshops 

STEM ambassador Paul Hampton came to the college this month 
to talk to the students about problem solving and decision 
making. Students were given some problems that involved 
lateral thinking to work out a solution. They were then asked to 
put together ideas and solutions of how to make school more 
fun. The creativity of the students was remarkable with ideas for 
discouraging disruptive students and plans for roller-coasters, 
theatres and trains on the school grounds.  

Visit to Norman Lockyer Observatory 

Last Wednesday a group of ASPIRE 
students visited the Norman Lockyer 
observatory. The group heard a fascinating 
talk by Chairman David Strange that put 
the earth and the whole solar system into 
proper perspective. This was followed by a 
session in the planetarium  and then by a 
tour of the telescopes and Technology 
Centre.  

Whilst we were in the domes with the 
telescopes we were lucky enough to have 
a few breaks in the clouds so we could 
clearly see the Planet Venus. It presented 
in a crescent shape similar to the waning 
moon, but being so much further away it 
cannot be seen with the naked eye 

Equally fascinating was the recording 
equipment in the Technology Centre 
where the students were shown the 
recording equipment logging live meteor 

activity. This was really fascinating as several shooting 
stars were recorded during our conversation. 

As we gathered to leave David showed us the 19th 
Century Orrery in the main foyer. This is a beautiful piece 
of antique equipment that shows the relative 
movements of the planets and their moons. 
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Physics and Photography Creative Day at Exeter University 

On Tuesday we visited the Physics Department of Exeter 
University for a Physics Masterclass exploring light and 
colour though a series of activities.  

Firstly we spoke with photography expert Sam White who 
showed us his camera obscura, effectively a giant pinhole 
camera. Inside the camera Sam explained how images enter 
the camera and compared this with the workings of the 
human eye. Learning about depth of field, focussing and 
zooming were all fascinating as well as the history of 
photography particularly the discovery that scientists could  
study the surface of the sun. 

The students were then able to make their own pin hole 
cameras using tin cans and light sensitive photographic 
paper. The students took their cameras home to take 
images of the changing seasons at school or at home.  

Professor Peter Vukusic then spoke to the students on the 
topic of refraction and colour. They learned about different 
pigments and coloured light. They also learned about light 
waves and used a slinky to show how the waves cancel. 
Correspondingly they saw how light waves cancel to 
produce the colours on an oil drop, butterfly wings and a 
camouflaged octopus. 

The day concluded with a carousel of experiments and 
activities where the students could try out the various 
concepts they had learned. 

Events coming up in February: 

Meet the Coaches: We have invited our coaching volunteers to come to meet our Year 9 & 10 
ASPIRE students with a view to setting up one-to-one meetings over the coming months. This is a 
fantastic opportunity for students to get some guidance and support from professionals in our 
community. 

Visit to Bristol University: On the 7th February we will be visiting Bristol University where, in 
addition to a tour with university ambassador students, we will participate in workshops relating to 
courses at Bristol and University life in general. 

Double Elephant Printing Workshop: On the 8th February  we are delighted to welcome back the 
Double Elephant Printing team who will be working with Primary ASPIRE students as well Year 7, 8, 
9 and 10 students. 

Aberystwyth University Talk: On February 22nd Harriet Greatrex will be visiting to talk to ASPIRE 
students about the variety of university courses on offer. 

Powderham Castle, Classical Music Event: On 24th February we will be visiting the beautiful 
Powderham Castle for a concert of Opera music. 

In March there will be the WW2 Oral History Project, Big Bang South West Science and Engineering 
Fair at the NEC in Birmingham; another in the series of Skills for Success workshops; Creative 
writing for the younger students and a fantastic residential trip at the end of term. 

Mrs Pemberton  - ASPIRE Co-ordinator 
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Community Noticeboard 


